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Gazing at the Tang Ao: Exploring
Traditional and Contemporary Hakka
Architecture in Taiwan

Huai-ren Liou
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National Yang Ming Chiao Tung University

The tang ao, a traditional circular earth building found in mainland Chi-
na that is unique to the Hakka people, has never been historically observed
in Taiwan. However, and paradoxically, in contemporary Hakka architectur-
al design in Taiwan, circular earth buildings often appear in visual images,
forming clusters of up to 23 buildings. This phenomenon has rapidly become
more prevalent since the 2000s, leading to misconceptions that have per-
sisted over time. Therefore, this topic must be clarified to prevent historical
misconceptions from accumulating and to create an accurate historical narra-
tive. Through a review of historical documents and a field survey, this study
clarified the context of development and threads of continuity in traditional
Hakka architectural design in Taiwan. Notably, the design used in Taiwan
does not conform to the images of the tang ao as shown by the media or local
governments and agencies of Taiwan. This study aims to deepen the public’s
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understanding of Hakka architecture in Taiwan, attract the attention of schol-
ars from various fields, and establish a foundational data set for the study of

contemporary Hakka architectural design in Taiwan.

Keywords: Taiwan Hakka, Period Architecture, Hakka Village, Hokkien and

Hakka Buildings, Fo” Fong™( ™ [$5 ] %)
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